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  Moon Lake Riparian Association Newsletter 

#147                                                       moonlake.org  Spring 2025 

 

The Loon Crier

From the President 
Steve Sunderland 
 
Greetings! 
It’s the beginning of summer on our beloved 
Moon Lake. Most definitely one of the best 
times of the year. The leaves have made 
their appearance, animals are out and about, 
loons are making their calls and smoke from 
Canada has returned.  
Ok, we could easily do without that last one, 
although the smoke does provide us with 
spectacular sunsets. I suppose there is some 
good in everything. 
 
You’ll find in this newsletter updates on area 
activities, our loon family, MLRA and other 
interesting information, including a wonderful 
family recipe we know you’ll enjoy.  
 
The MLRA Board wishes all of you a happy 
and peaceful summer here on Moon Lake! 
 
Steve  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

-Mark Your Calendars- 
 

The MLRA Annual Meeting and 
Social   

Saturday, August 9, 2025 
At the Land O’ Lakes VFW  

4pm Meeting with Social to follow 
  

Bring a dish to pass. Cash Bar. 
 

This is a great (and only) time of the 
year to get caught up on area news 
in-person from your MLRA Board as 

it relates to our Moon Lake 
properties. See you there! 

It’s Time   

2025 Moon Lake Riparian 
Association Dues $25 

 check made out to MLRA, or cash to 
Treasurer Eric Zorr or  

in-person at the Annual Meeting 
 

Eric Zorr 
PO Box 664 

Land O’ Lakes, WI  54540 

 Additional donations are welcome and 

go directly into our Moon Lake Invasive 
Species Mitigation fund. Thank you! 



MLRA Newsletter  2 

 
 
 
 

4th of July Activities…SO 
many this year! 

 

 

        
Land O’ Lakes: 

➢ Fireworks at the Airport, July 3rd. Gates 
open at 5pm 

➢ Parade downtown at noon, July 4th. 
➢ Party in the Park 1-4pm at Memorial 

Park with food, music, waterslides. 
Check out all the details at  landolakeswi.com 

 
Watersmeet: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         Annual 4th of July  
               Moon Lake  

Boat Parade 
 
 Thursday July 4th at 7:00pm  

 
Rain or shine! Everyone is welcome to join 
in the celebration by decorating your boat 
and/or dock/pier, or just join in as you are! 
See you on the lake. 
 

 ************************************************* 

 

 

                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Please support our 

local Farmers 

Markets! 

 
Land O’ Lakes: 
Thursdays 8am-1pm In lot behind 

the Gateway BP   
 

Watersmeet: 
Sundays 10am-2pm at the LVD 

Plaza parking lot (Nordine’s) on the corner 
of Hwy 2 and 45  
 

Plan on attending the annual Land O’ Lakes Library Annual Book Sale and Silent 
Auction!  Hundreds of books and up to 100 items for auction such as area 
business gift certificates and merchandise, along with themed gift baskets and 
hand-crafted art. At the Library on:   

Saturday July 26, 2025 9am-2pm (auction closes at 1pm) 

https://ccd5ll7ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MIwkZiIsgPYEoOuKnYXBG5IsVwP7K63nG51efNE-rgvmZ7hXfUmyie05mVo2t07JbrZBwvfjt8usMSR-E-TTQ44HQGNQQnb9EFKYsxLhRD2avAfB4ZZgpRVo_ABTt6pQEQ2-z1gWYiZhe9H6nNUD4Q_VKZ7IXBRY&c=Neck80_hWRa6xQa9yvSzUrJFjRvKRS6JNBrmNd-3VAZW63hScQJOwA==&ch=1pBLDBW_oLEU94nciMBGSWR6gJO-gUv_p8k_CNDGkyNX96mnhsGpIA==
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Moon Lake Water Quality Report 
 
Thanks to Steve LaPalio for his continued 
monitoring. Read all the details in the Michigan 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program: 
CLMP-Moon-Gogebic 
 

********************************************* 

 
2025 Moon Lake Ice-Out Date 

   
Sunday, April 27th is the official ice out date 

for 2025.  Thanks to Frank Kuchevar for 
reporting. 

*************************************************** 

 
Loon Report 
Steve Sunderland 

 
   
It has already been an active loon season. 
 
Our loon pair arrived back on the lake April 
24th, three days before total ice out. It’s 
remarkable they return every year just as 
enough water opens for them to land and take 
off.  
After fishing around the lake for about a month 
they began utilizing the nest in the west bay and 
by early June there were two eggs (clutch) 
present. But, due to a heavy infestation of black 
flies, I believe the eggs were abandoned on 
May 29th.  
After this occurred, the loon camera was 
installed. 
Then on June 9th, a new clutch of two eggs was 
laid and now the four-week incubation period 
begins (Loons can lay a new clutch as early as 
8 days after losing first clutch). If all goes well, 

we should see one or two chicks sometime just 
after July 4th. 
Let’s all keep our fingers crossed that we have 
a beautiful family of loons swimming around 
Moon Lake this summer! 
 
Newly laid egg (photo from the web cam):  
  

 
 
If you haven’t already been watching, be sure 
to keep this link handy and check often for 
activity!   link to our webcam. (don’t download 
or sign up for anything, the camera will turn on 
after a couple seconds.) 
Thanks to Bob Turnquist for his persistence in 
getting the camera to work. 
  
**************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          Fox kits are out and about! 
 
 

https://www.micorps.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/CLMP-Moon-Gogebic-270120.pdf
http://moonlake.click2stream.com/
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Family memories…. 
 
“The Sunday Sauce” 
By Steve LaPalio 

 
When My mom turned 
100, my siblings and I 
gave her a family cookbook to give to all the 
grand-kids and great grand-kids. 
 
When I was growing up, early Sunday morning 
around 7am my parents would start the Sunday 
Sauce, dinner was around 1pm. You never 
knew who would show up; aunts, uncles, 
cousins, neighbors would start showing up 
around 10am there was meat, cheese, and 
bread out (antipasti) and homemade red wine. 
When it was time to eat 1st came the salad, then 
the pasta and meat, then the main course, 
some type of roast with potatoes and carrots. 
I thought this is what everyone did, and when 
my wife came over for her first dinner, she did 
not understand that pasta was not the main 
course! So, my brother, dad and I helped her 
finish the meal. 
 
 
 
Some notes to the following Sunday Sauce 
recipes:  
 

• Simmer the sauce for 4 hours, make 
sure there is bread near the pot for 
tasting. 

• Pork neck bones were the only meat 
available during the depression; country 
style ribs are a good substitute. This is 
also when the peeled hard-boiled eggs 
started getting used.    
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What a great Moon Lake Historical Find! 
 
Thanks to Mike Reiels for passing on this piece of 
Moon Lake History; the McMahon’s cabins were 
located on South Moon Lake Rd from the 1940’s 
through the 50’s 

Have a great summer! 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Steve and Carleen Sunderland 


